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1 January 28, 1998?

2 A Yes.

3 Q I will ask you to turn to Exhibit 34, page 28.

4 Do you see that, ma'am?

5 A Yes.

6 Q Did you get that?

7 A I don't remember ever receiving this.

8

9 have

Q You do not remember one way or the other, or you

10 A I don't remember ever receiving it.

11 Q I am sorry_ Is it your testimony today, ma'am,

12 that you know that you did not ever receive it?

13 A To the best of my knowledge, I never received it.

14 Q And if you never received it, then you would not

15 have responded to it, correct?

16

17

A

Q

I wouldn't have?

Since you did not receive it, you did not

18 respond, right?

19

20

A

Q

I don't think I did. I don't know.

Do you know if your husband received a copy of a

21 letter like this?

22

23

24

25

A

Q

A

Q

I think Jim did.

Did you ever read his copy?

Yes, I read his copy.

So you understood that Ronald was responding to
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1 you all's letter of the 29th of November, did you not?

2

3

A

Q

Yes.

Did you ever discuss with Ronald or Pat what they

4 said in this letter, what Ronald said in this letter,

5 Exhibit 34, page 28?

6

7

8

9

A

Q

A

Q

I didn't receive it. No.

You received your husband's.

I don't think I ever talked with him, no.

And even though you read in your husband's letter

10 where he said that you signed a request for a license in

11 July of 1996 at your office, you did not respond to him and

12 say, "Wait a second, Ronald, I never signed any

13 application?"

14

15

A

Q

No.

He said you also received a yellow coordination

16 card, and four weeks later received a green coordination

17 card from the license coordinator. Did you respond to that?

18

19

20

21

22

23

A

Q

A

Q

A

Q

No.

Did you receive those cards?

I don't know.

You do not know one way or the other, do you?

I don't know.

In October, 1996 it says you received a radio

24 license addressed to you. Did you respond to that?

25 A No.

Heritage Reporting Corporation
(202) 628-4888



2195

1 Q And you received a license addressed to you,

2 right? In that time frame?

3 A I don't know.

4 Q You do not know because whatever mail came, you

5 just sent it on to Ronald.

6

7

A

Q

That's right.

And he says down here, on this January 6 letter,

8 that transfer of ownership can be completed after a letter

9 of construct and transfer papers are filed. Do you see

10 that?

11

12

A

Q

Yes.

And you understood by this time that the form

13 800-A, the construction letter, was not the entire way to

14 get this transfer done, right?

15

16

A

Q

I understood that, yes.

Because you had already had that conversation at

17 your office, when you signed the 800-A.

18

19

A

Q

Yes.

And then thereafter, after you got this letter,

20 Exhibit 28 -- or, excuse me. After you saw Jim's copy of

21 this letter, Exhibit, page 28 of Exhibit 34, you thereafter

22 signed the transfer that we have just looked at, correct?

23

24

A

Q

Yes.

I ask you to turn to your declaration, Exhibit

25 45. Do you have that, rna' am?
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1 A

2 Q

3 asking you

4 Number 45.

5

6 correct?

Yes.

Now, let me go back to those questions I was

about just before we turned to this Exhibit

You wanted Ronald to transfer the licenses,

7 A Yes.

8 Q And as far as you know today, Ronald was doing

9 that. He was transferring the license, right?

10 A That's what he told me.

11 Q He did everything you asked him to do about that,

12 right?

13

14

A

Q

Yes.

Exhibit Number 45, page one. In your answer on

15 A-I, do you see that, ma'am?

16 A A-I?

17 Q Would you read that paragraph to yourself, A-I,

18 the first paragraph?

19 (Witness examines document. )

20 Q Have you had a chance to read that first

21 paragraph, ma'am?

22 A Yes.

23 Q In that first paragraph, you understood -- strike

24 that.

25 You understood this declaration was going to the
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1 FCC, correct?

2 A Yes.

3 Q In that first paragraph you tell the FCC that you

4 signed one application, do you see that?

5 A Yes.

6 Q And in fact, you testified here today that you

7 signed two applications that you are aware of, correct?

8

9

A

Q

That's correct.

Exhibit 46, if you would go back to that, please.

10 I believe you were asked some questions about this by

11 Ms. Lancaster. You said that at the time that Ronald

12 brought these over to the office, he brought four of them,

13 right?

14

15

A

Q

Yes.

And I believe you also said that Ronald took the

16 ones with him for Jennifer and for Melissa --

17

18

19

20

A

Q

A

Q

Yes.

-- is that right?

Yes.

Are you aware, ma'am, that in her testimony,

21 Jennifer testified that she received this 800-A at her home

22 and threw it in the trash?

23

24

25

A

Q

A

No.

Well, why --

I know she said that.
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2

3

Q

A

Q

2198

She said that in her deposition, right?

Yes.

Well, how did she get it at her home if Ronald

4 brought it over to your place?

5

6

A I don't know.

MS. LANCASTER: Your Honor, I object. That asks

7 her to speculate on matters

8

9

10 knows.

11

12 knows.

13

14 Q

15 A

16 Q

17 right?

18 A

19 Q

20 you.

21 A

22 Q

23 away?

24 A

25 Q

JUDGE STEINBERG: He is asking whether she knows.

MS. LANCASTER: Well, he did not ask whether she

JUDGE STEINBERG: Well, ask, please, whether she

BY MR. ROMNEY:

How do you know?

How do I know what?

Jennifer said that she got hers in the mail,

Yes.

Yet you testified that Ron brought hers over to

He did.

How did Uncle Ron get that if Jennifer threw it

I don't have any idea.

Do you have any reason to believe that Ron has
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1 access to Jennifer's garbage?

2 A No.

3 Q Thank you. Exhibit 48, please. When you wrote

4 this letter, ma'am, December 20, 1997, did you recall that

5 you had signed an application back in 1990?

6 A No.

7 Q When you wrote this letter, Exhibit Number 48,

8 did you recall that you signed an application back in 1992?

9

10

A

Q

No.

You remember that now, though, that you signed

11 those applications in '90 and '92.

12

13

14 book.

15

A

Q

Yes.

I will ask you to turn to Exhibit 19 in the big

JUDGE STEINBERG: Let me ask, Mr. Romney, about

16 how much longer you have got?

17

18 Honor.

19

20

21

22

23

24 Q

MR. ROMNEY: I do not have very much more, Your

MS. LANCASTER: What page did you say?

MR. ROMNEY: I have not yet. Sorry.

MR. WILSON: Page 200.

MR. ROMNEY: Page 200.

BY MR. ROMNEY:

Page 200, ma'am, do you have that in front of

25 you, of Exhibit 19?
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2

3

4

5

6

A

Q

A

Q

A

Q

2200

Yes.

Does that look like your signature?

It looks like it.

It does look like it?

Yes.

Were you aware that Ronald and Pat sold a radio

7 system some time in the 1980s?

8

9

10 that?

11

12

13

A

Q

A

Q

A

Some time, but I don't know when.

Were you aware of the profit that they made on

No.

Do you understand there was a substantial profit?

Well, he came over and talked to my husband about

14 the tax consequence, so I assume there probably was.

15 Q Did your husband ever disclose to you the details

16 of that tax --

17

18

19

20

A

Q

A

Q

No.

-- benefit?

No.

When you got the Net Wave petition, were you

21 concerned?

22

23

A

Q

Yes.

Did your husband express to you on more than one

24 occasion that he thought he might lose his CPA license?

25 A Well, we talked about it.
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And he had the fear that he might somehow lose

2 his license?

3 A Yes.

4 Q And if he lost his license, that is the loss of

5 the family income, right?

6 A That's correct.

7 Q And Jennifer had a fear that she might lose her

8 CPA license?

9

10

A

Q

Yes.

And Melissa had a fear that she might lose her RN

11 certification?

12

13

A

Q

Yes.

Did you personally, ma'am, ever have a fear that

14 you might go to jail?

15

16

A

Q

Yes.

Did you have a fear that there could be some

17 fines levied against you by the Government?

18

19

A

Q

I came to find that out later.

And how much did you understand that you could be

20 fined by the Government?

21 A I don't know. I don't know. Just that we could

22 be fined.

23

24

25

Q

A

Q

A big number?

A big fine.

More money than you had?
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2

A

Q

2202

A lot more money than I had.

As you sit here today, are you still under that

3 same understanding, that you could possibly have a fine

4 levied against you?

5

6

7

8

9

10

A

Q

A

Q

A

Q

No.

No?

No.

How about fear of imprisonment?

I don't think so.

What about potential loss of your husband's

11 license?

12 A Well, that still could be, as far as I know it

13 could still possibly be, he could lose it.

14

15

16

17

18

Q

A

Q

A

Q

Jennifer could lose hers?

Yes.

Melissa might lose her certification?

Yes.

Do you understand that this is an action somehow

19 against you at this time? This FCC action?

20

21

A

Q

Sure.

The radio-phone that Jennifer had in her car, I

22 believe you testified it came out in '92?

23

24

A

Q

Yes.

Is it possible that you could be mistaken and it

25 came out in 1994?
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2

3

A

Q

A
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No.

Why are you so sure?

Because she got a new car, and we had it taken

4 out. And the car was a 1992.

5

6

7

8 Q

JUDGE STEINBERG: The new car?

THE WITNESS: The new car.

BY MR. ROMNEY:

She never had a phone in the new car? In

9 preparation for your deposition, you and your husband and

10 your daughters sat down and talked for about three or four

11 hours, correct?

12

13

A

Q

That's correct.

You pulled out all the declarations that had been

14 filed on your behalf.

15

16

17

18

19

20

A

Q

A

Q

A

Q

Yes.

You went over them all.

Yes.

Each one read theirs out loud.

Yes.

In preparation for your testimony today, you and

21 your husband and your daughters sat in your hotel room, went

22 over all the stuff again, correct?

23

24

25

A

Q

A

That's correct.

Everybody read theirs out loud.

No.

Heritage Reporting Corporation
(202) 628-4888



2204

1 Q No?

2 A No.

3 Q Did somebody read them out loud?

4 A No.

5 Q Everybody just read them together?

6 A Everybody read them to themselves. We have been

7 reading them ourselves.

8 Q You were asked some questions about whether or

9 not you were afraid of your husband.

10 A

11 Q

12 A

13 Q

14 A

15 Q

16 never

Yes.

Have you ever been afraid of your husband?

Never.

Never?

No.

Is it your testimony that your daughters have

let me phrase that differently, ma'am.

17 Is it not true that your daughters usually what

18 their dad asks them to do?

19 A Well, they consult with him. And they do what

20 they want to.

21 Q Is it not true, though, that in the vast majority

22 of times, when your husband makes a request of your

23 daughters, they do it?

24

25

A

Q

I guess yes.

And is it not true, ma'am, that the vast majority
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1 of times when you husband asks you to do something, you do

2 that?

3

4

5

6

7

A

Q

A

Q

No.

No?

(Laughter. )

You don't know me.

Have there been times between the Sumpters and

8 the Brashers when there has been some tension about your

9 husband's temper?

10

11

A

Q

My husband doesn't have a temper.

Do you recall living at the Brashers' home back

12 ln the seventies, when you all first moved?

13

14

15

16

A

Q

A

Q

Yes.

You lived there for about 30 days?

That's correct.

You do not recall any discussion between Patricia

17 and your husband about his temper?

18

19

A

Q

No.

You do not recall her telling him that if she saw

20 him treat Melissa that way again, that you all were going to

21 have to leave?

22

23

24

25

A

Q

A

Q

No.

Does your husband pay you a salary at Sumpter?

Sumpter and Dirden, or

Let's go back to '96. Were you paid a salary?
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2 Q And was that a legitimate salary for the time

3 that you spent?

4

5

A

Q

Yes.

You were asked if Mr. Brasher ever offered you

6 any radio equipment in compensation.

7 that testimony?

Is that, do you recall

8

9

10

A

Q

A

Yes.

You said you were never offered anything?

I was offered something after we received the Net

11 Wave petition.

12 Q By Ronald?

13 A By Ronald.

14 Q What did he offer you?

15 A In that Net Wave or someplace we figured out that

16 it said we had a mobile station and radios. And we told

17 Ronald we had never, ever had any of that stuff. And he

18 said that well, he would bring it right over. And we told

19 him we didn't want it.

20

21

22

23

24

25

Q

A

So it was offered, but you refused it?

That's right.

MR. ROMNEY: Pass the witness, Your Honor.

JUDGE STEINBERG: Mr. Pedigo?

MR. PEDIGO: Yes, Your Honor.

JUDGE STEINBERG: Let's go off the record,
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1 please.

2 (Whereupon, a discussion was held off the

3 record.)

4

5

JUDGE STEINBERG: Back on the record.

MR. PEDIGO: Good afternoon, Mrs. Sumpter. My

6 name is Lawson Pedigo. Ronnie Wilson and I represent Diane

7 and David Brasher.

8

9

10

11 Q

THE WITNESS: Okay.

CROSS-EXAMINATION

BY MR. PEDIGO:

A couple questions. Your duties at the

12 accounting firm, did that include the reconciliation of the

13 Brasher account?

14

15

16

17

A Urn --

MR. McVEIGH: Objection. What time period?

JUDGE STEINBERG: At any time period.

MR. PEDIGO: At any time period. Your Honor, if

18 I am supposed to do 30 minutes, I need the lack of specious

19 objections.

20 JUDGE STEINBERG: Well, let's not characterize

21 them as specious. But I would ask Mr. McVeigh to please use

22 his discretion. Otherwise this witness might not get out of

23 here by 7 o'clock.

24 BY MR. PEDIGO:

25 Q At any time you worked at that accounting firm,
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1 or your husband's accounting firm, did you do reconciliation

2 of the Brasher bank account?

3

4

A

Q

Yes.

And would you actually see the checks that were

5 written on that account?

6

7

8

9

A

Q

A

Q

No. The stubs.

The stubs. Do you know what a repeater is?

No.

So if somebody asked you about revenues

10 associated with repeaters, you really would not know how to

11 answer that question, would you?

12 A Well, I know where to get the revenue answer, off

13 of those records. That's all I know.

14

15

16

Q

A

Q

Just looking at invoices, correct?

No. Looking at -- I didn't look at invoices.

Let me ask you, this is about Exhibit I, but I do

17 not think you need to turn there.

18 petition.

It is the Net Wave

19 You have testified that you looked at it, but did

20 not understand it. Is that generally correct?

21

22

A

Q

That's correct.

But you did understand it enough to draw the

23 conclusion that it put you and your family in a bad light,

24 is that correct?

25 A That's correct.
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2209

And that as a result of the allegations in that

2 Net Wave petition, you considered that your family members

3 were in trouble, potentially.

4

5

A

Q

Yes.

Was your state of mind that if you and your

6 family members -- when I say your family members, I mean

7 your husband and two daughters. Is it fair that your state

8 of mind at that time was if you had not signed any of those

9 applications complained of in the Net Wave petition, that

10 you would not be in trouble?

11

12

A

Q

That's correct.

Okay. And did you also think that if you turned

13 those licenses back in, or had them transferred into Ron's

14 name, that could only help your position getting out of

15 trouble with the Government?

16

17

A

Q

Yes.

You did know action was going to be taken by DLB

18 and Ron Brasher to respond to the petition, did you not?

19

20

A

Q

No.

Whatever was going to happen, you left it up to

21 your husband to handle, correct?

22

23

A

Q

That's correct.

And that would have been the, a fair

24 understanding for Ron Brasher to have in terms of dealing

25 with your family? Just to deal with your husband?
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2

A

Q
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I'm sorry, I didn't understand.

Would it have been a fair thing for Ron Brasher

3 to do, in terms of dealing with your family, if he just

4 communicated with Jim Sumpter?

5

6

A

Q

Yes.

Now, your first letter complaining about a

7 misunderstanding in the application process, that was dated

8 November 29, is that correct?

9 A Urn

10 Q It is Exhibit 37. Forty-seven, I am sorry.

11 A Forty-seven?

12 Q Yes, ma'am.

13 A Ask your question again?

14 Q Yes, ma'am. Was that the first document you

15 signed, personally signed, that you indicated to anyone that

16 you had concerns about the applications that were submitted?

17

18

A

Q

I believe it is, yes.

So at least as of the time that the Schwaninger

19 Law Firm put in this Net Wave opposition, they would not

20 have had any basis to know that you had questions about the

21 application process. Is that fair?

22

23

A

Q

Yes.

And in that Net Wave opposition, you said at some

24 point after taking it off the fax machine at your office,

25 you did get a chance to look at the contents of that
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1 document. Is that correct?

2 A I didn't take the Net Wave off the fax machine.

3

4

5

6 Q

JUDGE STEINBERG: It was the opposition.

THE WITNESS: Oh, okay.

BY MR. PEDIGO:

I am sorry. Yes, the opposition.

7 A I am sorry.

8 Q When you took that opposition off the fax

9 machine, at some point immediately thereafter you read it.

10 A Yes.

11 Q And it is your recollection today that there was

12 no claim of forged applications in that opposition, is that

13 not correct?

14

15

A

Q

That's correct.

So you knew that the first FCC filing that was

16 going to go in would not take any position that your name or

17 your family members' names had been forged on anything. Is

18 that correct?

19

20

A

Q

That's correct.

I believe you told Ms. Lancaster that you did not

21 get a chance to see an advance copy of the opposition. And

22 maybe we just, let me just clear that up. You did get a

23 chance to see that fax, though, is that not right?

24

25

A

Q

Yes, I saw the fax.

Okay. So do you, would you like to maybe modify
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1 that and say that you did get a chance?

2

3

A

Q

Yes, I guess I did get a chance to see it.

Okay. And even as you sit here today, even after

4 hiring your own lawyer, Mr. McVeigh, it seems like you are a

5 little unclear on the difference between this hearing and

6 the allegations contained in the Net Wave petition. Is that

7 fair?

8

9

A

Q

I'm a little unclear?

Yes. The difference between those two

10 proceedings.

11 A Yes, I'm a little unclear, I'm sure. I'm unclear

12 on a lot of this stuff.

13 Q Well, but, no disrespect intended, but you did

14 tell us under oath that you wrote the, I understood, every

15 word of the declaration of - -

16 A Yes, I did.

17 Q So at least within the last two years, you have

18 understood things maybe a lot better?

19

20

A

Q

Yes.

Okay. In December of 1996, I believe you

21 testified that you recall spending a lot of time on weekends

22 particularly at your sister Pat's house, is that correct?

23 A We went to the market in the morning. And

24 sometimes we went shopping. It was probably a morning

25 thing.

Heritage Reporting Corporation
(202) 628-4888



1 Q
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Okay. But do you recall in December of 1996, I

2 understood your testimony to be you particularly recall more

3 contact on the weekends with your sister, Pat.

4

5

A

Q

Yes.

So is it fair to say that the relationship

6 between the Brashers and the Sumpters was substantially on

7 better terms in 1996 than it is right now?

8

9

A

Q

Yes.

The first time you signed an application because

10 Ron asked you to was, as we have seen here, some time in

11 1990. Do you recall that?

12 A Do I recall --

13 Q Do you remember testifying to that?

14 A Yes.

15 MS. LANCASTER: Your Honor, I am going to object

16 to that. I think it misconstrues prior testimony. She

17 stated she does not know when the first time she signed an

18 application was.

19

20

21

22

23 1990?

24

25

Q

A

Q

JUDGE STEINBERG: Okay.

MR. PEDIGO: I can --

BY MR. PEDIGO:

Did you sign an application at least as early as

Yes.

All right. And was your relationship in 1990
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1 between the Sumpters and the Brashers at the same level as

2 it was in 1996, in terms of getting along?

3

4

A

Q

Yes, it was.

Okay. So nothing changed between 1990 and 1996

5 that you would not have signed an application if Ron asked

6 you to in 1996, right?

7 MS. LANCASTER: Objection, Your Honor. Calls for

8 her to speculate on circumstances at the time that she would

9 have been asked. And she does not know what she would have

10 done, I would not think.

11

12

13 Q

JUDGE STEINBERG: Overruled.

BY MR. PEDIGO:

I am sorry. Mrs. Sumpter, do you understand my

14 question? The relationship you had in 1990, when you signed

15 the applications you saw here today, was the relationship

16 with the Brashers just as good in the summer of '96?

17

18

A

Q

Yes, it was.

And so if Ron had, since you agreed to sign an

19 application to help Ron out in 1990, would you have done

20 that in '96 if he asked you to?

21

22

A

Q

Probably.

There would have been no reason for him to need

23 to forge your name, would there?

24

25

A

Q

I don't know. I don't have any idea.

When did you start, when is the first
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1 recollection of receiving mail from the FCC?

2

3

4

5 idea.

6

A

Q

A

Q

I don't have any first recollection.

Would it have been at least --

You are talking about years? I don't have any

I understand. Would it be certainly in

7 connection with that 1990 application, as early as that?

8

9

A

Q

Yes.

When is the first time you recall your daughters

10 receiving any mail?

11

12

13

14

15

16

A

Q

A

Q

A

Q

I don't know.

Did they ever receive any mail at your house?

Well

From the FCC?

Melissa did.

Melissa did. Would that have been later in the

17 nineties?

18

19

20

21

A

Q

A

Q

I don't know. I don't have any idea.

Could it have been later in the nineties?

It could have.

And let me ask you this. In the summer of 1996,

22 do you remember your aunt in Junction's condition changing

23 one way or another?

24

25

A

Q

Yes.

Were there ever trips to Junction that were made
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1 during the week?

2 JUDGE STEINBERG: Are you talking about Monday

3 through Thursday?

4 MR. PEDIGO: I am sorry.

5

6

7

8

Q

A

Q

BY MR. PEDIGO:

The work week, Monday through Thursday.

I don't think so, in 1996.

So most of the travel to your aunt's house, or

9 your husband's aunt's house, would have taken place on the

10 weekends?

11

12

13

A

Q

That's correct.

And is that true as to 1996, as well?

MS. LANCASTER: Excuse me, I thought you were

14 asking about '96.

15 BY MR. PEDIGO:

16

17

18

19

20

Q

A

Q

A

Q

Well, I did not mean to confuse you.

Yes.

It is true --

That's true, yes.

All right. You do remember seeing, I think you

21 testified, both of your girls sign one FCC application.

22 A No. I remember Melissa signing one FCC

23 application.

24 Q You do not remember seeing Jennifer sign an

25 application?
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2

A

Q

No.

Do you remember -- maybe this will help you

2217

3 remember -- if you were in the presence of Pat when Jennifer

4 might have signed an application?

5 A I don't remember it.

6 Q What if you were in the presence of Pat in the

7 kitchen? Does that help your recollection?

8 A I know I was in the presence of Pat in the

9 kitchen with Melissa.

10 Q And if Jennifer was there, that is just a detail

11 that you forgot?

12

13

A

Q

If she was there, that's a detail I forgot.

If I could ask you to do two things with these

14 notebooks. It is the notebook, Exhibit 19. And if you

15 could turn to, take page 200 of that, please.

16 Okay, are you there?

17

18

A

Q

Yes.

I believe you just testified that, putting all

19 the other information aside about that document, if you just

20 look at that signature, that resembles your signature. Is

21 that correct?

22

23

A

Q

Yes.

Same question with regard to page 208. You

24 testified that resembled Jennifer Hill's signature.

25 A One minute.
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2

3

Q

A

Q
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I am sorry.

Yes.

Okay. And then finally with regard to Melissa's

4 signature on page 216. You testified that does resemble

5 their signature, or her signature.

6 A Yes.

7 Q Now, I would like you, while you are still at

8 page 216, to also look at Exhibit 49, page three. Do you

9 see that, Mrs. Sumpter?

10

11

A

Q

Yes.

Okay. Does it appear, when you compare those two

12 signatures, that the one on the 18th is different from the

13 one on the 22nd?

14 A Yes, it is.

15 Q And you do not know if a different person signed

16 that. I am not asking you to say that, but it just looks

17 that they are different signatures.

18

19

A

Q

Yes, they look different.

Now, if you could look, if you could look at, go

20 back to page 208 and compare that signature to Exhibit 55,

21 page 20, please. Do you see that?

22

23

24

25

A

Q

A

Q

Yes.

And do those appear to be different signatures?

Yes.

Okay. And the last thing, your signature, if you

Heritage Reporting Corporation
(202) 628-4888


